Li. Colonel Paul Joseph O°Leary, Jr.
Baralipn Conmrander,

Ureeted Staves Marime Corps

Closs of 1978

When Lo Col O'Leary reflects on his
time in Needham, he is grateful for growing up in
A commnniry that provided him with the tools

necessary for the great success e has achieved.

He cites the examples of sucoess set by teachers, coaches, parents and
peers that surrounded him here and grounded him in what he recoonizes
a5 a great wown with a superb schoel svatem. In particular, Lt Col.

¥ Leary remembers Amold Admaquist - teacher, coach, memor and friend.
Lr. Col. O"Leary sensed that Mr. Almauist enjoyed his life and career
and sensed Mr, Almguist felt successful and enriched because of the
positive influences he hed on students.

Lt. Col. () Leary was-a member of the 1977 varsity soccer team
that won the Raystate and Eastern Masgachusens Championzhips. He
lowved the aport and still does. In college he continued to play on the
Fairlield Unrversity varsity soccer team for four yeir and was captuin for
the 1981 season. He enjoved particulardy the challenge, teamwork and
camaraderie of sport which tavght him the commitment, hard work ethic,
and eamwork necessary for his luter carcer with the Marines, He contin-
wes his activity in soccer as a coach of youth soccer.

Lt Col, OF Leary s alzo o family men. He and his wifec Bonnie
have two children, Patrick whois 17 and Kevin whao is 12,

Lt. Col. (¥ Leary's military career began afier he pradoated from
Fairfield University with 4 B.AL in Economics and was commigsioned i
Second Lizutenant in the United States Marine corps in May 1982, By
|985, he rose in runk from second L. O Leary o Captain O Leary when
he assumed command of Batery D, 2nd Battulion 12th Marines stationed
i Okinawa, Japar.

In: May 1988 he reported to the Naval Postgraduate School in
Muonterey, CA and earncd a Masters Degres in Systems Enginecring, In
Barch, E990 he was assigned o the Manne Air-Grround Task Foree
(MAGTE) Warlighting Center in Quantico, VA serving as a Taetical
Systems Officer in the Requirements Division, which maintains an
slitutional mindset that is ready W respond instantaneously o world-
wide crises, 303 days a year,

In June 1993 Captain O Leary reported 1o 1 MEF Headquarters,
Camp Pendleton, CA for duty as & Walch Officer in the (G-3 Coprent

Operations, He was promated fo major in Toly of 1994, During his tour
with I MEF he participuted in Operation United Shield, the withdrawal of
fosces from Somalia, Tn March 1905, Major O Leary was reassigned o
2od Battalion 11th Marines where he served as the Operations Officer
untal July 15545,

Miujor O Leary next attended the Marine corps Command and
Stafl College, graduating in JTune 1997, He then reported to the Peataaon,
where he served as the Senior Crperations Officer for Operations Team
One in the Mational Military command Center. He was later reassigned
as the Exccutive Assistant to the Deputy Directar for Operations (oint
ataft-Pentagon). He was promated w Licutenant Colonel in May 1990,

In o moment's notice and in a matter of weeks, @ Fleet Marine
Force cun be onthe ground defending our great freedom anywhere in the
world. Licoteniant Colonel OF Lsary most recently was assigned as the
™N-3 Plans OfFicer and Force Marine for Amphibious Group One on
Qkinaws, lapan. Al the time of his nomination for the Distingnished
Career Award, L1 Col. O'Leary was deploved in Traq as part of Operi-
tion Iragi Freedom.

Licutenant colonel O Leary's personl decorations include the
Defense Mertorions Service Medal, the Foint Service Commendation
Medal, three Navy und Marine Corps commendation Medals which are
received for specific acts of valor or actions above and beyond the call of
duty, twao Joint Service Achievement medals for outstanding performance
of doty and merlorons achievement, ard the Honorable Oreder of S0
Barbara which links field artillerymen of the past aod present ina
brotherhood of professionalism, selfless service and sacrilice symbolized
b Baint Barbara,

But the highesl award LL Col. 0 Leary has received, he says, is
the great honor of being chosen to lead his fellow Marines inte combat.
This, he suys, has been the pinoacle of his hugely successtul military
carear, The marines prides itsell s the hest fighting force in the world--
being chosen to lend them is p most distinctive honor,

It is also a great honoer and privilege 10 present the Distingoished
Career Aseard o L Col, O Leary whi has shown remarkable dedication,
service amd hard work Trom the soceer fields of Needham o the oil fields
of Trag.
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